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The Statesman

Kathak performance enthralls students

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
GURUGRAM, 12 OCTOBER

In an attempt to sensitise
students about Indian culture,
Gurugram-based Suncity
School organised a SPIC-
MACAY programme atwhich
renowned danseuse Shovana
MNarayan enthralled students
with a scintillating Kathak
performance.

The audience, including
students from Shiv Nadar
School, Amity International
and a 25-member delega-
tion from Lycee L'Oiselet,
France, sat glued to their
seats as she started her per-
formance with aprayer to Lord
Wishnu and narrated Drau-

\
g

padis cheerharan from the
Mahabharatthroughher per-
formance. She also performed
the rhythmic patterns of var-
ious animals and asked stu-
dents to guess them.
“Kathak is a 2500-year-
old danceform. ltcompletely
reinvigorates me and it is a
pleasure to perform before stu-
dents,” said Narayan.

Trained under Guru Birju
Maharaj, she hails from Luc-
know and Jaipur Gharana of
Kathak. A former Indian
Accounts and Audit service
officer, sheisarole model for
youth by combining two par-
allel careers with dignity. As
a 'choreographer-performer’,
MNarayan has spearheaded
and produced international
collaborative works with lead-
ing dancers of Western clas-
sical ballet, Spanish Flamenco,
tap dance, Buddhist chants
with Buddhist monks as well
as to the compositions of
western classical composers.
She has also authored sever-
al books on dance.

“At Suncity School, we

strive to create a balance
between academics and extra-
curricular activities. Indian
classical dance is the foun-
dation of our culture and
such a scintillating perfor-
mance speaksvolumes about
owr Indianculture. Wewill con-
tinue in ourendeavor to instill
appreciation about Indian
culureamong students,” said
Rupa Chakravarty, Principal,
Suncity School.

“Shovana ma'am's per-
formanceleftme spellbound.
Since | am also learning
Kathak, she ismyrole model.
Her ability to harmoniously
integrate two careersisinspir-
ing,” said Tarini Khatri, a stu-
dent of Suncity Schoal.
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